One of the vacant businesses on Spafford Avenue in the once thriving 
Victorian Village on Tuesday. 


Victorian Village 


now mostly 
vacanicies 


[> Continued from Page 1A 


restaurants that have opened in 
recent years. 

Downtown promoters think 
Victorian Village still has a rosy 


future — either in an altered com-. 


mercial state or converted back to 
_ residential use. For now, however, 
it resembles a ghost town. 
the decline,” said Gloria Mercer, 
whose novelty store, Robin's Nest, 
has been at four locations in 


letic trading cards dominate the 
stock in her store on Longwood 


Street, in what used to be the heart 


of the village, a place where 
mime ethnic imports and tea 


parking, confusing one- 
way streets and the lure of subur- 
banlike mall space on the booming 
far east side surely contributed to 


its demise. 
But just where Victorian Village 


see wone depenia on wbom yon f 


Darryl Johnson purchased near- 
by Sundberg funeral parlor e 
Matsakis in 1986. He 


inability to establish repeat busi- 

ness didn't bode well for Victorian 

Village when its appeal as a tourist 
attraction waned. 

“Rockford alone couldn’t keep 

- the shops going,” Johnson said. “It 

was a nice idea, and it flourished for 
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segment. And because of that, the 
value ofits stock often follows the for- 


manager 
rate investor relations for 
Sundstrand, said more attention 


holders, or (the buyout) would not 
have been done,” she said. 

Many of the company’s workers 
participate in the 401(k) retirement 
plan, she said, which enables 
employees to invest in Sundstrand 
stock as well as in the stocks of other 
companies through different funds. 


a little while. But there’s hardly 
ee sae now.” 

officials quit promoting — 
Viewmny Village four or five years 
ago, when the number of stores 
began to thin out and shopkeepers 
adopted irregular hours and low- 
brow inventory, said Wendy Perks 


. Fisher, president and CEO of the . 


Rockford Area Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. 

_ “They lost critical mass,” she 
said. “It was a real bootstrap oper- 
ation, and the original visionaries 
moved on.” 

Victorian Village “should be rid- 
ing on the coattails” of downtown's 
newfound prosperity, Fisher said, 
but instead has become “a neigh- 
borhood in jeopardy.” 

Mercer blames civic leaders, say- 
ing they turned their backs on 


Victorian Village and let a commu- 


thoroughfare and 
— Darry! choked off busi- 
hnson Tess. 

B so Rockford’s 
head traffic engineer, Steve Ernst, 
contends most people entered 
Victorian Village from East State. 
Too, he points out, the city repaved 
Longwood in 1995 as part of the 


project to reduce collisions where 


Longwood and Ninth merge. 
At that point, Victorian Village 


Joe Reynolds, owner of Financial 
Designs, a Rockford financial plan- 
ning firm, said employees will want 
to consider the tax consequences of 

transferred 


in with any other stock holdings. 


cific focus,” she said. “But maybe 
(United Technologies) wouldn't be 
appropriate in your portfolio now.” 

Shareholders also may realize 
greater dividends. Sundstrand’s has 
been 68 cents a share vs. United 
Technologies’ $1.44. 


| Where You Live! 


| We can help you borrow on the equity in your 
home to consolidate debts and reduce monthly 


payment amounts. 


e Immediate Approval 
e Refinance 
© Pay Past Due Taxes 


e Bill Consolidation 
e Home Improvements 
e Any Worthwhile Purpose 


e Mortgage or Land Contract pa Due © Holiday Debt 


“10,000 iss 572 mon. | 


25, 000 wa $179 mon. 
‘50,000 sf *558 mon. 


Cid signs line the properties of Victorian Village on Saturday 
up Longwood Street. Te area has declined from its popularity 10 


years ago. 
already was on the skids. 


ation, charged dues and hired an 


ov manager. 

Within a year, the East State 
Street Antiques Mall several miles 
east tripled its space to 60,000 feet. 


has evolved into 320 dealers under 


two roofs. 
The -mall offered a distinct 


owner allowed dealers to devote 
time to what they loved best — 
scrounging for new merchandise. 
Having to be on hand to ring up 
each sale was more than budding 
ues in Victorian Village 


“They could only do it for so long 
before they said, It’s been fun. But 
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FINANCIAL SERVICES 


24 Hours - 7 Days a Week (Ilinois Residents) 


1-800-92 3-9723 


Oak Brook, Hlinois - Ilinois Residential oie Licensee 


maybe it’s time to pack it up, “said 
Brian Gauerke, whose parents 
por pi Protal roles in coalescing 
the th: 


Although a few shops dated to 
the late 1970s, Donna and Eugene 
Gauerke gave the neighborhood an 
enormous boost when they con- 
verted whole blocks of two-flat 
apartment houses they rented 
along Longwood and Ninth. They 
knocked out walls, tore out 
kitchens, erected a billboard 
and wired Longwood for replica 
Victorian-era street lamps. 

In 1985, then-Mayor John 
McNamara presided over the offi- 
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Photos by L.E. BASKOW/Rockford Register Star 
_ Gloria Mercer, owner of the Robin's Nest in Victorian Village, takes a stroll through her once bustling neigh- 
borhood where only three businesses remain. She is an original merchant and has hopes for its révival. 


scared to go west of 20th Street. I 


ree EA A R EA; 


became a factor. She manages to 
hang on by living in the back rooms 
first-floor rental. 


1997. Martinez, her husband and 
asia aed live on the second 
and run a bridal shop down- 
stairs. Disappointed with slow 
sàles, they plan to 
Roz Okeke, og closed her 
Aen clothing and gift shop on 
Spafford Avenue in February 1998, 
said the emergence of what police 
termed a “bawdy house” in 1997 
spelled the end. 


Unable to substantiate claims of tail di 


prostitution and drug peddling, city 
officials eventually shut down 
Jacuzzi Resort on code violations, 
including the dumping of bath 
water 


said. 
“I don't think reputable people | 


wanted to come around there any- 
more. People thought it was low- 


longer could find dependable peo- 
ple to run the exclusive, mansion- 


even 
as the popularity of Victorian 
Village ebbed, his guests missed 
browsing in the 

“It was a fad,” Lewis said. “I 
think Victorian Village is washed 
up for good.” 


a A future 
| commercial 


‘gateway’ to 
downtown? 


E The next phase: 
Local officials see poten- 
tial for Victorian Village 
as a locale for offices and. 
apartments. 


i Larry Morrissey 
plans to live and work under the 
papa eb sae SASA 
ty company finishes renovating the 

old Pioneer Life insurance building 


borhood group that promotes the 

inner city. 
“Having people live in the area 
thei its unsafe. 


move, Morrissey contends. “You 
hedge your beta a little bit. You 
risk out.” 


your 
Wendy Perks Fisher, ident 
and CEO of the rd Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
said she thinks Victorian Village 
remains viable as a commercial 


quarters. 
_ “any downtown revitalization 


United Technologies stock price 
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‘Norte 


y Ademas Directamento De Mexico 


‘BANDA COPALA 


“OIC ARMORY 


605 N. Main St. e Rockford, IL 


Puertas Se Habren 
A Las 7:00pm 


